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English countryside. The Barbadians indeed affect to be
altogether distinct from the other West Indian Colonies, but
this may be taken as an extreme instance of the individualism
characteristic of the Caribbean islands. Barbados, however,
has always been an English possession since the date of the
first settlement in 1627, although its ownership was disputed
between various groups of proprietors until it was annexed
to the Crown in 1662. An export tax was then imposed to
satisfy the daims of proprietors, and despite protests from
the colonists, this was not finally reAoved until 1838.
Bridgetown, the present capital, was founded in 1628, aiptd
during the civil war in England, a number of Royalists
settled in the island. The present population of Barbados
is about 180,000. The negroes, who constitute the great bulk
of it, are intelligent and industrious and intensely loyal, but
for the most part are desperately poor. The climate is bracing
and the island is much visited as a health resort.
The local legislature consists of the Governor, the Legis-
lative Council of nine members appointed by the Crown,
and a house of Assembly of twenty-four members elected
annually on a franchise which though modest still excludes
the bulk of the people, there being only some five thousand
electors (but see p. 67). Barbados was once the premier
Colony of the Windward group, but in 1885 it was separated
from the others and made a distinct government.
Sugar is the staple product of the island, one half the
acreage being under sugar-cane, Barbados sugar, like
Demerara, being of distinctive quality. Codrington College
is a well-known educational institution, giving an education
of university standard to all, irrespective of colour. It is
affiliated to Durham University. Some intimate glimpses of
life in Barbados are given by Mr. Raymond Savage in his
book on the island quoted in the Bibliography, wherein,
though the charm of tie island has conquered him as it does